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Workbook: Migrant Community Insights on Building Safety
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Intro to the project

e Small research project speaking to migrant communities in London and Belfast
about their experiences of far right violence, and how communities are already
keeping themselves and each other safe.

e December 2025 - March 2026, focus groups and workshops with 96 people with
experience of the asylum system/no recourse to public funds (NRPF)

e Guiding principles: Return to shared experiences, what we are already doing
and what we can do together, rather than waiting for the state/ organisations to
change.

e \Workbook - summary of workshops + addressing gaps identified:
o Messages of solidarity
o Scenarios (street violence and housing intimidation in Belfast )
o Best practice - decompressing after incidents, role of community groups
o What to expect when contacting the police and accessing public services



My dear sister

Please do not [ose hope

Better days are coming.’
"We all have the right to live happily and free from discrimination”

“It is important that W€ choose who we are,

we choose to Stand with those affected of hatred

of all its form(s) because

our strength come(s) from So(idarify”

"You are not alone on this journey’

The above are messages of solidarity that were shared in our workshops, addressed to other migrants
who may be struggling, for the purpose of strengthening community safety.



Key findings/ themes
« Impact on mental health and change in behaviours

« Role of the state in making migrants unsafe, and low trust in
Institutions

« Everyone is experiencing it, but no one is talking about it

« We keep each other safe - what are we already doing, and what
else can we do together



We Keep Each Other Safe - practices and practical
solidarity

¢
When I chat with people and I know I m not alone, that we are
many, it gives me encOur&gemenf You know they re not only targeting me,
we are many, we Survive fogefher

"The Home Office is trying to isolate us = move, mix with
people, interact with people, learn new things

“SJ(O doubting yourself
You do not deserve this.

The above are messages of solidarity that were shared in our workshops, addressed to other
migrants who may be struggling, for the purpose of strengthening community safety.



Knowing your solidarity structures - learning from
Anaka and PPR

“It is clear that we cannot rely on the State or its departments to keep us safe. We have to rely on each
other and work together to build alternative systems of support and sustenance in our communities.

The UK Home Office aims to isolate people by housing them in institutional settings and refusing to let
them work. It is our role to resist this, to bring people back into neighbourhoods and to make sure they

are known to their neighbours, to offer the resources and trust needed to share their skills, and to build
communities of resistance and care.

There are no shortcuts to this and at Anaka this looks different to everyone, for some its looking after each
others kids in the creche, running an art workshop or cooking a community meal, for others it's resisting a

Mears eviction, spending hours on the phone to help, or helping a member to run a fundraiser for their
family in Palestine.

It's the weekly process of showing up, refusing to accept that the cruelty people face is ‘just the way it
is’, and having the craic along the way.”

- a message from an organiser from Anaka collective



For more info on the project, and to access the
workbook

Scan the QR code, or access via this short link: bit.ly/WKEOS



http://bit.ly/WKEOS

Respondent: Professor Gargi Bhattacharyya, University College London

Who is pretending to defend women and children?

The far right is pretending to care about VAWG - and are happy to
misuse genuine work and research.

Media discussion of VAWG now descends into racism and incitement
most of the time.
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Migrants face violence from the state AND the street —
state-centred initiatives against violence may be distrusted by many
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The gap between community care and state-centred approaches

VAWG groups and migrant justice groups must think about how to
operate alongside each other (including around research and
information) in ways that do not open those with irregular status to further
violence
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