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Background: homicide defences 
in criminal law 

 Homicide defence: Person A is accused of 
killing Person B. A raises a defence, such as 
that they killed B to save their own life.
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Background: Gender Biased Homicide Defences
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Background: the relationship between gender bias in 
homicide defences and gendered killings 

• Excusing men who kill women 

• Criminalising women who defend against abuse

• Allowing defences based in homophobia, transphobia, discriminatory 
gender stereotypes
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We faced multiple challenges and needed several 
adaptations
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Review step Challenge
Select a research framework (PICO, 
PECO, SPIDER, SPICE)

No existing framework aligns with law 
or law records

Electronic bibliographic database 
searching

Law databases don’t interface with 
systematic reviews (no MeSH terms, 
limited Boolean searching, Refworks 
only for a key law database) 

Title and abstract screening Many law records lack abstracts 

Full text screening Length and structure of law records

Data extraction Length and structure of law records

Quality appraisal Existing appraisal tools aren’t aligned 
with law records



Challenge one: existing frameworks don’t fit law 
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Adaptation: ‘Law PICO’ (LORRD)
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Challenge two: 
the nature of legal 
records

Ex: 'standard' SR 
records

8



Challenge 
two: the 
nature of 
legal records

Burke, A.S. (2002). Rational 
Actors, Self-Defense, and 
Duress: Making Sense, Not 
Syndromes, out of the 
Battered Woman. North 
Carolina law review, 81 (1), 
211-316. 
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Challenge two: 
the nature of 
legal records

Ex: 'standard' 
law journal 
articles 

Burke, A.S. (2002). Rational 
Actors, Self-Defense, and Duress: 
Making Sense, Not Syndromes, 
out of the Battered Woman. 
North Carolina law review, 81 
(1), 211-316.



Adaptations: expanded legal team
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Adaptations: developing law specific materials
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Adaptations: 
more time
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Questions? Comments? 

Interested in validating ‘Law PICO?’ 

Jessica.corsi@city.ac.uk 

@JessicaLynCorsi

https://vision.city.ac.uk/
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