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Homicide in a global context
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Homicide according to the UNODC (2019) (employing the ICCS) is '“unlawful death inflicted upon a person with 
the intent to cause death or serious injury”



Overview:
A systematic review on 
sex/gender disaggregated 
homicide

• Update of Stöckl et al. (2013)

• Including studies reporting prevalence 
data on homicide by:

• Relationship between victim and 
perpetrator

• Sexual aspects

• Motivation
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349 studies
389 reports

389 studies
435 reports
83 countries

135
Backwards and 
forwards citation 

tracking

39
Email survey

226
Electronic 

database search

35
Hand search of 

national statistics 
offices, police, and 
ministry websites

Included reports
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Geographical region 
(WHO) 

All Countries With Data
% n

African Region 12% 10

Eastern 
Mediterranean Region 

7% 6

Region of the 
Americas

23% 19

South-East Asia 
Region

5% 4

European Region 43% 36

Western Pacific 
Region

10% 8

Total 100% 83

Income 
classification 
(World Bank)

All Countries With Data
% n

Low Income 5% 4
Lower Middle 22% 18
Upper Middle 29% 24
High 43% 36
Unclassified 1% 1
Total 100% 83



The problems?

1. Missing data 

• e.g., problematic categories of motive, amplified transnationally

• e.g., lost dimensions of gender not captured by administrative data

2. Costs of sex/gender-disaggregation?

• e.g., wealth of data on femicide/feminicide which was excluded

3. Under-representation of particular countries and regions/context of inequalities in data production and 
infrastructures

• e.g., only four countries from low-income countries represented; USA presented with 92 reports out of 
435
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Conclusion

• Data do their work in relation to one another (Dourish and Gomez Cruz, 2018)

• Breadth over depth – the need for a contextual global sociology? (Abraham, 2019)

• Need for ethnography of measurement (Merry, 2016)
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Questions

• How do we avoid ‘reduction’ or replacement, but amplification?

• What can be done to support those working on evidence synthesis on trauma, violence and abuse?

• How can positionality and reflexivity be accounted for in evidence synthesis more routinely? (Bird et al., 
2023)
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• Elizabeth.cook@city.ac.uk
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